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416" Eng. Group mtroduces a Gryphon

Sory and photo by Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — In atransfer of
authority ceremony Sunday at the Army
Engineer’scompound, Bagramwasintroduced
to a Gryphon. The Gryphon is Task Force
Gryphon, the416th Engineer Group, aNational
Guard unitfromWalbridge, Ohio. Thenew head-
quartershas command responsiblity for theen-
gineeringmissionfor CJTF180.

“Our misson is to provide command and
contral for the engineering groups within the
CJTF180 CombineJoint OperationsAres,” sad
Col. Allan Rogers, commander of the416" Eng.
Group. “That encompasses management
projects for the CJOA and assisting the
commander’s mission of defending and deter-
ring further hogtile actions in Afghanistan and

Caol. Allan Roger, commander of the 416th Engineer Group, passes the unit guidon to Command
Sergeant Victor Riley as Col. Tony Cucolo, Director of Combined Saff CJTF 180 on looksin the
transfer of authority ceremony Sunday.

st up a stable and secure Afghanistan.”
Though TF Gryphon doesn't possess the
wings and body of the mythica creature, it's
does possess the same strengths and capabili-
ties of that creature to help build a struggling
nation.
“Likethe Gryphon, thecodition engineers

—[from] Korea, Poland and Slovakia and the
American forces — all possess multiple
strengths and capabilities [that] compliment
and enhance each other,” said Rogers, as he
addressed atent filled with essential Combined
Joint Task Force-180 and coalition forces per-
sonnel. “These capabilities will be utilized

within CJTF-180 asit strivesto bring stability
to, and strengthen democracy in, Afghanistan.
The activation of thisengineer command will
facilitate the expl oitation of those capabilities
across the [combine joint operations areq) ...

See GRYPHON, Page 3

704" EOD makes Kandahar a safer place

Story by Spc. C. Elijah Spencer
211" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan—Afghanistanisoneof themost heavily
mined countriesintheworld. Withit'smany conflictswith military forces
such asthe Russians, Pakistanis, Indians, Iranians, English and Chinese
Armies, each force has contributed to the arsena of landmines littering
Afghanistan’s many terrain festures.

Fromdusty, lifdessplainsto massive overwhe ming mountainranges
flowing with rivers and abundant foliage, codition forces have found
wespons caches and a buffet of landmines that have been left behind.
These unmapped mechanisms of degth lie beneath the earth, aimlesdy

awaiting an innocent drifter to crosstheir path so they can release their
plethora of shrgpnel. Codlition forces have marched through the mine
ridden provinces of Afghanistan time and time again in search of bin
Laden and the Taliban.

Thanks to the extremely well-trained men and women of the 704th
ExplosiveOrdinance Digposal (EOD) Company from Camp Shelby, Miss,
the many mines and wegpons caches that they have come across have
not had the opportunity to fulfill their purpose.

“Our wholemission hereisforce protection, nomatter whoitis” sad
Capt. Patrick A. Stamm, company commeander from Destin, Ha. “Weded
with any and every kind of high explosive hazard.”

The 704th has been in Afghanistan for five months, and since their

See EOD, Page 3
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

U.S. Secretary of Sate Colin Powell

Powell pleased with Iran, but
calls for more measures

(CNN)—U.S. Secretary of SateCalin Powell
sad Tuesday that Iran “seems to be moving in
the right direction” with its nuclear power pro-
gram, but he said the nation must demongtrate
that it is not usng the technology to develop
wespons.

“We can't be satisfied until Iran hasdemon-
sratedthat dl of theprogramsit had been pursu-
ing have now been made known to the interna:
tiona community and they are now being
brought to a hdt,” Powell told reporters a the
European Unionin Brussdls, Belgium.

Iran has said its nuclear technology is in-
tended for purdy peaceful purposes.

The International Atomic Energy Agency’s
(IAEA) 35-member board of directorsis st to
meet Thursday to discuss steps that could in-
clude punitive measures by the United Nations
Sacurity Council if Iranisdeemed innoncompli-
ance with a September directive to stop al its
reprocessing and enrichment activities.

Powdll was asked about a draft resolution
sponsored by Britain, France and Germany that
does not refer to Iran’s noncompliance or the
Security Coundil.

“We have somereservetions about thereso-
[ution drafted that we have seen, and we Il bein
discussion with our European Union colleagues
and other membersof thel AEA astowhether or
not the resolution is strong enough to convey to
theworldthedifficultieswe vehadwith Iranover
theyears” hesad. “ Thefact of the matter isthat
Iran has been in noncompliance. It's a position
the United States hastaken for sometime.”

Whilehesaid heis* pleased Iran seemstobe
moving in the right direction now,” it must be
determined whether “Iraniscooperating fully and
openly withtheinternationa community.”

Powd| sad it “remainsto be seen” whether
thel AEA board canagreetoaresolutiononlran.

EU Secretary-Generd Javier Solanasaiditis
the organization's objective “to prevent Iran to
gonuclear.”

“We want to stop the enrichment process
and wewant to stop al the dementsthat can go
into... thedevel opment of nuclear cgpabilitiesfor
nonpeaceful means.”

Prince Charles, |eft, and U.S. Ambassador Will-
iamFarish greet the Bushesat Heathrow Airport.

Security tight as Pres. Bush
lands in the United Kingdom

L ONDON —U.S. President GeorgeW. Bush
hasarrived in London for athree-day datevist,
with British policeondert over purportedterror-
ig thrests and demongtrators planning massive
sreet protests.

Prince Charlesgreeted thepresident and first
lady Laura Bush as Air Force One landed at
Hesthrow Airport Tuesday evening. TheBushes
were then flown by helicopter to Buckingham
Pdace, where they will stay as the guests of
QueenElizabethll.

Bushwill holdtaksonlragwith BritishPrime
Minigter Tony Blair during thevist. Inamgor
address Wedneday, the president will defend
the invasion and occupation of Irag, a senior
adminigrationofficid said.

The president will makethe casethat war is
sometimes necessary to defend a nation’s va-
ues, but “itisnever thefirst choice” the officid
sad.

Bushwill dsoreaffirmU.S. support for inter-
netiond dliancestha have beenthe cornerstone
of U.S. palicy overseassinceWorld Wer 1.

Bushisthefirg U.S. president to makeafull
date vist to Britain, officids say, and London
police have mounted an unprecedented security
operdtion.

Concrete barriers have been erected outsde
Buckingham Pdace, whilethe Metropolitan Po-
licehave scheduled 14,000 officer shiftsto cover
thethree-day vist— nearly threetimesasmany
asoriginaly planned.

Protest organizers raised thelr estimete for
Thursday’smarch through central London from
60,000t0200,000.

Demongrators plan to topple an effigy of
Bush in a digolay evoking the toppling of the
gatue of Saddam Hussein by U.S. forces in
Baghdad, organizerssaid.

Scott Peterson has pleaded innocent to killing his
pregnant wife, Laci, 27, and their unborn son.

Judge rules Scott Peterson to
stand trial for murder charges

MODESTO, Cdif.—A judgedecided Tues-
day to bind Scott Peterson over for trid onmur-
der charges in the degths of his pregnant wife,
Laci Peterson, and their unborn child.

Thedecison— onthe12thday of Peterson’s
preliminary heering— quickly followed theend
of the prosecution presentation and the defense
decison not to cdl witnesses — a move that
kept Peterson’s ex-migtress, Amber Frey, from
testifying beforetheactud trid.

Peterson’s next court gppearance is set for
December 3, when he will face arraignment in
StanidausCounty court and whenthejudgewill
consider a defense request to move the trid to
another county.

Peterson haspleaded not quiilty. If convicted
for themurdersof hiswifeand their unborn child,
Peterson, 31, could be sentenced to degth.

The prosecution called two investigators
Tuesday morning, including one who recorded
Peterson’s conversations with Frey starting a
week after Chrigmas Eve, the day officids be-
lieveLaci Peterson’spregnant body wasdumped
in San Francisco Bay.
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supporting the globa war on terrorism.”

On Augugt 15", the 416th was chosen to
deploy and assist in Operation Enduring Free-
dom by establishing a central command and
control for al non-residua military engineering
operations in Afghanistan.

Astheheadquarterscommand, the416™ will
deploy codlition engineer unitsthroughout Af-
ghanistanto completeanumber of projectsthat
will hdpre-buildthecountry.

“We have command and control for the
[416"M], 205" Engineer Battdion, the 41% Engi-
neer Battalion aong with the codition partners
[thePolish, Korean and S ovakianengineer com-
panies],” said Rogers. “And thereis alot of
work todo. Therearechalengeshere, but they
are opportunities for American Soldiers and
opportunities for Soldiers to learn better tech-
niquesfrom our codition partners. | think [this
operation] will enhancethefutureworkingrela
tionships and codlition arrangements with the
United States and it's codition partners.”

Eyeing the opportunitiesthat the lie ahead
for theengineers, codition officidsareenthused
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about the unified command for engineering
projectsit now has.

“The advantage of having a centrd com-
mand and control isthat it alowsour engineers
to be a more focused component,” said Col.
Tony Cucolo, Director of thecombined staff for
Combined Joint Task Force 180. “Itissomuch
tobe[accomplished]; having aunified command
group will help us get projects done faster and
moreefficiently.”

“In terms of increasing productivity, [we]
provideacentralized control point for engineer-
ing forces,” said Rogers. “We can do a better
job of managing the scarce resources of the
entirecombinejoint operationsarea. [Having] a
centralize point for management for engineer
projectsrather than having anumber of differ-
ent organization being responsiblefor troopsin
project better utilizes our resources.”

Cucolo aso noted that having an engineer-
ing design management teamin Bagram, which
isincorporated withinthe 416", will helpincrease
the number of construction projects that coali-
tion force underteke adding, “ Before (the 416"
assumed command) we had to go outside the
theatre and get someone (to help design the

engineering projects) which [lengthened] the
timeand efficiency of projects, but now wecan
continue the chalenging and dangerous engi-
neer work inAfghanistan et amuchfaster pace.”

Though the416" isfocused ontheimmedi-
ate task of building a better Afghanigtan, it is
a so preparing for theimagery of anation once
itsultimate battleiswon.

“Engineersareimportant on multiplefronts.
We have engineers in Bagram, and spread
throughout the entire CJOA. We have Sappers
that areout withthewar fightersassisting those
troops in taking the fight to a Queda and the
Tdliban; they’re helping protect those troops
asthey takethefight tothose hostileelements,”
said Rogers. “And asthe campaign shiftsfrom
thefighting (stage) into the tabilization (stage)
engineer troops are going to be vauable be-
cause they will] get out in the community and
assig or teach the local nations how to build
roads, schools, and clinicsor aong with plumb-
ing and eectricd work (in those schools and
clinics). The infrastructure in Afghanistan is
lacking and engineerscan assist in anumber of
different ways to improve that infrastructure
(now and inthefuture).”

EOD, from Page 1

arriva herein Kandahar they have successfully helped kegp the Soldiers
freeof any minesand unexploded ordinance (UXO) injuriesor fatdities.
Their hard work and dedication, which isequally asbeneficid asitisa
necessity when dealing with mines and UXO's, makes them one of the
most indemand unitsinthemilitary.

An EOD specidist undergoes a grueling training process, which
includesthreemonthsof preparatory EOD training at Red StoneArsend
Ala, followed by eight monthsof training at EglinAir ForceBase, Ha

“Whenl firgt got totheschool for EOD, | must admit that | wasalittle
ovewhdmed.” said Soc. Richard D. Nunley, an EOD spedidist from Gilmer,
T

Thelengthy training session is necessary to produce aknowledgesble
and confident soldier, capable of performing thejob of properly disposing
of explosive ordinance, no matter what the Situation or condition.

“Thedecisonto becomean EOD specidistisn'talighthearted one,”
said Stamm, “You're talking about these guy’s lives here, it's a pretty
intense job that we do.”

Soldiers of the 704th have been put to the test during this deploy-
ment. Despitethe unorthodox manner inwhichtheir missonshavebeen
conducted, they have adapted accordingly and have overcome any ob-
gacle that has been put before them.

“Being atached to the infantry and Specia Forces units has redlly
brought a whole new front to us” said Sgt. 1st Class John B. Peters,
section sergeant For the 704th, from Brooksville, Fla. “ Therehave been
situationsinwhich our guyshave had to do morethan just their job while

out on missions, we haveto be ableto do thejob of an infantryman, or a
Military Policeman, if need be, and till beableto concentrateand get our
jobdoneintheevent that weencounter any UXOwhilewe reout there.”

The 704th have found virtualy every form of UXO possblein Af-
ghanistan, fromsimpleland mines, tolmprovised Explosive Devices(IED),
and caches of unused weapons like Rocket Propdled Grenades and
conventiond rockets.

With each encounter, they use the utmost precaution and awareness
to provewhy they are éite professonalswhen it comesto UXO.

“Our main purpose in life is to keep soldiers dive and safe” said
Samm. “We rethe guysthat keep you aive and keep you from hurting
yoursdf with explosive ordinance.”

Many people are not aware of what EOD does or what they are
responsiblefor. But, when considering thefact that Afghanistan isone of
the most highly mined countriesin theworld and that Kandahar has not
logt any livesor suffered any injuriesrelated to explosive ordinance, itis
clear that themen and women of the 704th EOD arethecream of thecrop.
They exercisethe utmost in excellenceand precis onwhen protectingthe
lives of soldiers out in the beautiful but potentialy dangerous Afghan
country sde.

Keeping soldiersdiveisatough job. Rest assured that whenthetime
comesfor the 704th to return homethey will gladly wel comethe opportu-
nity to move on and return to their families.

Whilereminiscing of good timesback home, Petersreclinesback in
hischair and sghsfor amoment, then mutters, “1t'sgoingtobeniceto be
abletodrivedowntothelocal catfish houseand get something to eat for
achange...that'sfor sure”
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Ariana Airlines returns to
the skies of Afghanistan

Story by Spc. C. Elijah Spencer
211th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan—Kandahar Governor Pashtun,
the president of AirianaAirlines, Lt. Col. Robert Duffy of the
Provincial Recongtruction Team, Lt. Col. Steven Mahoney of
the Air Support Task Force and Col. Larry Swift of the 10th
Mountain Division were among the many key individualsin
attendance for the inaugural commercia flight of ArianaAir-
lines arrival to Kandahar from Kabul, Afghanistan.

This is the first of many weekly flights slated for
Kandahar. The reemergence of ArianaAirlineflightsin Af-
ghanistan is a part of reconstruction efforts by Coalition
Forcesto help rebuild Afghanistan.

“Thisisavery important milestonefor the company and
for Afghanistan,” said Mahoney.

TheKandahar International Airport terminal will also be
handed back over to the local government, and the
Kandahar Air Stripwill becomeajoint civilian and military
run airfield inthe near future.

“This went ahead of our original schedule,” said
Mahoney. “We're very pleased.”

A ceremony was held after the Boeing 727-200 airliner
landed and offloaded passengers from Kabul, including one
passenger that hasn't been to his hometown of Kandahar in
35years. Governor Pashtun, the president of ArianaAirlines,
and others spoke on how beneficia ArianaAirlinesisto Af-
ghanistan, and outlined future plansfor the national airline.

After the ceremony, new passengers arrived and
boarded the plane for the flight back to Kabul.

The reemergence of ArianaAirlinesis one of many im-
provements scheduled to help in the reconstruction of Af-
ghanistan and make it a better place for the people here.

“It'sagood thing to further hel p unite the north and the

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“Training Day”

1530Z at the MWR building:
On hisfirst day on the job as anarcotics officer,
arookie cop works with arogue detective who
isn't what he appears as.

Tomor row'smovie: “ Ghost”

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Thursday

Bagram: Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 54F H: 55F

L: 30F L: 32F
Kandahar: Dusty Haze

H: 55F H: 61F

L: 34F L: 36F
Kabul: Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 55F H: 57F

L: 30F L: 32F
Uzbekistan:  Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy

H: 52F H: 63F

L:37F L:47F

south of Afghanistan” said Mahoney.

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Coalition Sports Zone

(9.com)—Inastunning move
that illustrates just how far
Keyshawn Johnson’srelationship
with Tampa Bay head coach Jon
Gruden hasdeteriorated, the Bucs
on Tuesday deactivated thethree-
time Pro Bow! receiver for there-
mainder of the season, Johnson's
agent said.

The surprise development in
essence ends Johnson's four-year
tenurewith TampaBay despitehim
having four seasonsremaining on
his$56 million contract that included a$13 million signing bonus.

Asked if he ever imagined that Johnson’s personality conflict with
Grudenwouldresult inthisdrastic measure, agent Jerome Stanley said:
“No, we never could have dreamed this.

“1 don’t think anybody likesthis. I' m sureeven coach Grudenwished
it hadn't worked out like this, but he just doesn’t want to work with
Keyshawn any more.”

According to Sanley, there was no flash point or fina straw that
resulted in the end of Johnson and Gruden’s relationship. It was in-
stead an accumulation of factors, the agent said.

“He had a great run with the Bucs and he's looking forward to
contributing to whoever ishisnext team,” Stanley added.

JohnsonisTampaBay’s second-leading receiver with 600 yardson
45 catches, including three for touchdowns. For his career, Johnson
has603 receptionsfor 7,936 yardsand 48 TDs.

Stanley broke the news to Johnson, who did not have to report to
the team complex Tuesday, the league’s off day for players.

“No on€ sexplained to mewhy,” Johnsontold WFAN-AM radioin
New York. “No one' stold meanything. I'll know morelater on.

Keyshawn Johnson

Bryant prosecutors gearing up for fight

DENVER —Theteam of prosecutorsworking on the sexua assault
caseaganst NBA star Kobe Bryant isgrowing.

The Jefferson County digtrict attorney has agreed to let Dana Easter
help his counterpart in Eagle County work on the case. Eagter, aformer
nurse, gpecializesin crimesagainst children and sex crimes.

Legd expertssaid prosecutorswere gpparently gearing up for acourt
fight againgt Bryant’ sexperienced defenseteam, Hal Haddon and Pamela
Mackey.

“They' renot surrendering, infact, they’ relooking for reinforcements,”
Denver defense atorney Scott Robinson said Tuesday. “1 don't think it's
fair to see this as anything but an indication that the prosecution isn't
going to go down without afight.”

Eadter, 48, worked as a nurse for severd years before joining the

(Compiled from Sl .com)

Jefferson County district attorney’sofficein thelate 1980s, spokeswoman
Pam Russdl| said. She was a founding member of a teesm made up to
ensure consistency in handling sexud assault cases.

Eagter aso helped develop a standardized way of collecting rape
evidence and works on the gtate’s Ending Violence Againgt Women
project, which trains law enforcement officers, victims' advocates and
prosecutorsin handling sex assault and domestic violence crimes.,

Top-ranked UConn trails at halftime,

outlasts spunky Ivy League foe 70-60

STORRS. Conn.—Connecti-
cut needed 20 minutes to start
looking liketheNo. 1teaminthe
country.

The Huskies ralied from a
three-point haftimedeficit to beet
Yae 70-60 Monday night in the
opening round of the Preseason
NIT.

It was better than the only
other time Connecticut wasapre-
season No. 1. The Huskies
opened the 1999-00 season with
a 70-68 loss to lowa in the
Coachesvs. Cancer Classic.

“We vebeenthroughthisbe-
forewith great teemsand with not
S0 great teams,” Huskies coach
Jm Cdhoun said. “Wewerenot prepared to pay thepriceinitialy.”

The undermanned Bulldogs used a patient offense to spread the
floor and keep the Huskies from getting out on the break.

That changed in the second hdf as the Huskies used a 14-2 run to
take a 48-37 lead and they went on to lead by as many as 17 before
sruggling at thefree-throw linein thefinal 41/2 minutes.

“That was an untraditiona game,” Calhoun said. “We're going to
haveto bedifferent teeamsdifferent nights. Thiswill beawork in progress
not in terms of talent but with different roles.”

Emeka Okafor, the AP's preseason player of the year, had 21 points
and 13 rebounds to lead Connecticut, which will host Nevada in the
second round Wednesday night.

“Pick after pick after pick and dl of a sudden they just score on the
very last second,” the junior center said of Ya€'soffense. “ That'sjust a
blow toyour morae.”

Cahoun let histeam know at haftime that it was time to be one of
those different teams. He cdled it aone-way discussion.

“Coach camein there at screamed a us and told us what we had to
do,” Connecticut guard Taliek Brown said. “We had to play harder and
bring energy to the game. That'swhat we did in the second half.”

Ben Gordon led the Huskieswith six
assiststo go with his 13 points.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

Taliban say they killed U.N. woman

SPIN BOLDAK, Afghanigtan (Reuters) — Tdiban guerrillas said on
Tuesday they killed aFrench U.N. worker in Afghanistan at the weekend
and threstened to execute a Turkish road engineer unlessthe government
freedjailed comrades

A guerrillacommander dso warned that anyone seen to be assigting
U.S. interestsin Afghanistan would betargetsfor future attacks, including
journdigtsand aid workers.

Referringto Sunday’skilling of 29-year-old U.N. refugeeagency officid
BettinaGoidardin Ghazni, southwest of Kabul, Tdiban spokesmanMullah
Abdul Samad told Reuters.

“Yeswedid that; our guerrillaswereinvolved inkilling that Chrigtian
woman. We have confirmed information that most of the foreignerswork-
inginour country areAmerican agentsand haveno sympathy for Afghani-
stan.

“We will not spare them. They are not doing anything for common
Afghans but are preaching Chrigtianity in Afghanistan or pying againgt
the Tdiban.”

Themurder of Goidard hasupped thestakesinthe Tdiban'sbattlewith
theWestern-backed government of President Hamid Karzai and theforeign
presenceinAfghanigtan. It dso underlined the Taliban'sability to carry out
attacks with impunity in large parts of the south and east of the country.

Another Tdiban spokesman, Hamid Agha, denied the group was in-
volved in Goidard'skilling, saying such attackswere carried by loca au-
thorities and those seeking to “ defame’ the Tdiban.

Hesadthe Tdiban had“ no problem” with foreignersor Afghanswork-
ing for U.N. agenciesand targeted only U.S.-led forcesand NATO peace-
keeperswho cameto harm Afghanistan.

However, his comments are contradicted by numerous reportsto the
contrary from government officids, loca people and U.N. officids, who
have blamed the Taliban for repested atacks on soft targets such as aid
workers

Goidard, shot in broad daylight by two men on amotorcycle, wasthe
firg U.N. internationd staff member killed sincetheoverthrow of the Tdiban
by U.S-led forcestwo yearsago.

Mine-clearance agency’s driver abducted

KABUL,Afghanistan (IRIN) —Two daysafter themurder of aUN staff
member by armed men in the southern city of Ghazni, adriver for amine-
clearance agency wasabducted by gunmenfromthecentreof thesamecity
on Monday. Hewas|ater released.

TheUnited NationsMineAction Centrefor Afghanisgan (UNMACA)
told IRIN that the incident had occurred when a vehicle belonging to the
MineDetection Dog Centre(MDC) (animplementing partner of UNMACA)
and itsdriver were stopped asit wasreturning from thefield.

“Ataroundfiveo’ dock intheevening, avehidefromMDCwasreturn-

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

ingtoitscampin Ghazni city when two personson amotorcycdeand two
other persons|dl armed] stopped thevehicle[inthecity] and abducted the
driver and hisvehicle and drove 10 km northwest of Ghazni, wherethey
weremet by anather eight people[dliesof theabductors],” Patrick Fruchet,
aUNMACA externd relations officer, said. Subsequently, the driver was
released after being robbed and the vehicle driven avay.

Theincident follows a series of serious security incidents involving
aid agenciesand UN organisations over thelast eight daysin the south of
the country. On 11 November, avehidebe onging to the mine dearance-
agency, Handicap I nternationd -Bel gium, with two netiond staff onboard,
hit anewly laid landmine near the southern city of Kandahar, which was
followed by a car bomb attack in the afternoon of the same day a the
regiond officeof theUnited NationsAssstanceMissoninAfghaniganin
Kandahar.

Thelast and most darming, however, wasthe murder on Sunday of a
UN gaff member, BettinaGoidard, a29-year-old French nationd working
for the Officeof theHigh Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR), whichhas
drawvn strong condemnationfromthe UN, theAfghan government and the
aidcommunity at large.

The ad bodies in southern Afghanistan reacted strongly to the inci-
dent, and held an emergency meeting on Monday to consider their op-
tions, which might include their temporary withdrawa from the region,
according to a statement released following the meeting, from Kandahar
on Tueday.

“Inthelast six months, aid agencies operating in the south have seen
their offices attacked, their nationd staff threatened and kidnapped and
dedicated nationd staff killed,” said Martin Lagneau, thedirector of Handi-
cap Internationd-Belgium, inthestatement.

According to the Afghan NGOs Security Office (ANSO), theseinci-
dentsnot only indicated the breadith of attacks, which were escalating, on
the UN, NGOs, government and the US-led codition forces* but a so that
more precise and ruthless methods are being employed”, said Fritz Prax,
ANSO's coordinator for the southern region, in the statement.

A note from the editor...

Wewill befilming Holiday Greetingsfor soldiersfrom the
greater New York City viewing area (WABC-TV) on Friday
from 1100L to 1300L behind Motel 6, Bldg. 815, and will be
filming holiday greetingsfor soldiersfrom the Fort Drum area
on Friday aswell from 1300L to 1500L inthe samelocation.

We are only able to film greetings for these areas at this
time as special arrangements have been made with the media
in thosetwo locations. The AFN team has already been here
and will not be returning.

English/Dari phrase of the day: Thank you, I'm fine - Tashakor man khub hastam




